
 
GLEN AFFRIC FRIENDS SAY NO 
PROPOSED BEINN MHOR WIND FARM – POINTS FOR THE PLANNERS TO CONSIDER 
 
Adverse impact on tourism.  
The community across a broad area in this part of the Highlands is economically dependent on tourism 
and tourism will inevitably be damaged if this development is approved. The proposed development lies 
within a Scottish Natural Heritage Zone 2 area, is 1.5 kilometres from Glen Affric Nature Reserve, 2 km 
from Tomich Conservation Village, 2 km from the Strathglass Special Area of Conservation, 2 km from a 
designated Site of Special Scientific Interest, 2.5 km from a designated Special Protection Area for 
Golden Eagles and National Scenic Area. This would be an outrageous location for a 120 metre high 
industrial development on top of a hill. 
 
Amenity value. 
A very high percentage of the Strathglass population consists of people working in or associated with 
tourism and people who have moved to the area to enjoy its remote and peaceful environs. The 
proposed development will have a significant adverse impact on both livelihoods and way of life. 
The estimated 100,000 to 200,000 annual visitors to the area come to enjoy its scenic nature, its walks 
and climbs, its heritage, its remoteness and its tranquillity. All would be substantially adversely 
impacted by the proposed industrial development. The only roads into the area are from the east and 
the area is a tourist destination rather than a tourist route. 
 
Cumulative impact. 
Strathglass has already been blighted by the Beauly-Denny pylon line and, from some views, the more 
distant Corrimony wind farm. The proposed development features structures that are 22% higher than 
the Corrimony turbines and which will be much closer to Strathglass, Glen Affric and the villages of 
Cannich and Tomich. The proposed turbines are 2.1 times the height of the tallest Beauly-Denny pylons. 
This proposed development in an area of great natural beauty would be an industrial step too far. 
 
Heritage. 
Tomich Conservation Village has one of the highest concentrations of Listed Buildings of any village in 
Scotland. It is a special area for global interest groups as diverse as the Clan Chisolm Society and Golden 
Retriever owners. The 11 metre high monument to Winston Churchill’s aunt, Lady Tweedmouth, that 
sits atop Beinn Mhor would be surrounded and totally dwarfed by the proposed turbines. 
 
Impact of construction traffic.  
A major part of the attractiveness of the Tomich area, to residents and visitors alike, is that it is remote 
and has limited accessibility for commercial traffic. The construction phase of the proposed 
development will involve widening and strengthening large stretches of local roads and tracks, thereby 
destroying part of the area’s heritage and charm. There is also serious concern that older properties in 
Tomich village which are constructed on less robust foundations than more modern properties could be 
permanently damaged by the movement of heavy construction traffic through the village. Most of these 
are Listed Buildings. 
 
Precedent. 
The Forestry Commission website states “Glen Affric is a very special place and has been described as 
'the most beautiful glen in Scotland'. It contains one of the largest ancient Caledonian pinewoods in 
Scotland as well as lochs, moorland and mountains.”  
Strathglass has long been recognised as one of the most scenic areas of Scotland. Glen Cannich and Glen 
Strathfarrar are areas of breath-taking beauty that provide access to some of the wilder and more 
remote areas of Scotland. 
If Highland Council and/or the Scottish Government can approve an industrial wind farm in such a 
special area, then nowhere in the country will be safe from these inefficient industrial monstrosities. 
 



Proximity to residential properties. 
 As the crow flies, there are more than fifty residential properties and holiday homes within a 2Km 
radius of the proposed development and twenty nine of these are classed as Listed Buildings. Noise 
pollution, visual pollution and the potential and unknown impact on drainage and water courses are 
major concerns for residents and residential visitors (tourists). 
 
Visual impact.  
Despite the developer’s assertions to the contrary these giant structures will be clearly visible from 
much of Strathglass and Glen Affric, particularly from the higher elevations frequented by both tourists 
and locals. The proposed massive turbines would only be 1.5 km from, and in full view of, one of the 
entrances to the National Nature Reserve and National Scenic area. An industrial development on this 
scale has no place in an area that has been described as one of the jewels in Scotland’s tourist crown. 
 
Wildlife impact 
The proposed development site is currently a wild and unspoiled environment. No matter what the 
developer may allege to the contrary, the industrial development of 104 hectares of this land will have 
an adverse impact on flora and fauna. Plants, mammals (including bats), birds, reptiles and insects, 
including rare and protected species, will inevitably be disrupted and damaged. 
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